ROSENBACH

Tools of the Poet’s Trade
Level: Grades 3-12

This is a draft of “The Arctic Ox,” the poem we discussed in the last lesson. Marianne Moore would
create many, many versions of her poems before she was happy and sent the final version off for
publication. Sometimes she’d change the poems after they were already published!
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THE ARCTIC 0% -

To wear t&le arctic foX giia.
you have to k it. Mm i
/ musk=ox- underwéar or giviut - At T
pulled orfMike & sweater —
your coat is warmj your consciemce, better.

I should like a suit of
/ qiviut, so light T did not
know L had it on; and in the
CO‘JX'BQIQf time another
since * had not had to murder

& :

the goat that grew the fleece A )

that grew the first. WFMMM
- are not oxen and they have

ho musk; nor do they sweat.

Bury your nose in one when wet.
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It smells of water, nothing else, Ei

wiiwith sweat-glands just on K
the hind feet! Its distinction -

never never loatusome scent -

is that it is intelligent.

Chinchillas, otters, water—rs.ts
and beavers keep us warm b i * i
but think; grows six pounds et HCAY KT
of giviut; the cashmere ram, :
»» . only yiklds three pounds. .of Bashm

Lying in an exposed spot
: besking in - the blizzard,
A '»ui'wu' Wl & Ji'these \givies mlge the rarg
¥ _hairs market in Kashan and yet
ipaf bl o1yl Ww,you could not have a‘ T pat..

ety
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i i} s They join you as you work,
L .ud,';j love jumping in and out of holes,
= { play in water with the children,
learn fasu, know their names,
will open gates and invent games.

\ . : mele not incapable T
of courtship, they may find fuse;
servitude and fluttery too much
like Procrustes' bed -

(cuntented to rema.m unwed) Wm ‘g M{.

Camels are snobbish g"M T’é‘/%%’" o
and sheep, unintelligent;:
water-buffaloes, neuras‘bhenic -
even murderous. !
Heindeer seem over-serious? P =
GJLM','., ey
whereas these scarce givies, wit .
with golden fleece and winning ways
outstripping every fur-bearer +
there in Yermont quiet »
could demand Bold Ruler's diet:

lountain Valley water, da

.
- dandelions, carrots, oats - 4 s 0 .
encouraged beRides « with bed * L&Zq/
mede fresh three times a day - : &
to reil?} and revel in the hay.
Jraly
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willoti-Ledves alone,
 Ahe Givie-curvicesbrieornus——
capricornus sheds down
i 71 ]
Insatiable for willow 2 ok '
', o ' wildew-leaves alone, @il /i~ r{-‘}'{{,'!- t_f 7
[ {7~ Rl .‘fj:"--'--- slieseplividensvi—capricornus .
sheds down ideal for a nest.
Song-birds find qaviut best.

If you flear that you are Peaddng-sn
reeding en advertisement,

] A - =
you are, 1 he can 't be cordial Fw—% 2
to these qece, @

I think that Wwe deserve to freeze.

Lerived from "Golden Fleece of the 4rctic" by JohnJ. Teal, dr.,
who w‘ne—{g?s”musk oxen on his farm in Vermont. Atlantic Monthly, March, 195
o (2]
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g%@bfg’sg K%&r&jarqt%eg%ﬁf%fvéfﬁlﬁepgﬁgagf gégﬁuf’orty—ply;
won't shrink when boiled, takes any dye. F

_ . _ Suppose you had a bag»'.of‘ it. 4 pound of giviut/
will giveg® -8 nearly twenty-five-mile Jthread spun forty ply
Wwon't shrink when boiled end will take any dye :
Boil it and it does not shrink

Boiled, it does not shrink and it takes any dye

Sup%ose Jou bad a beg ef-ii
of it spun in a twenty - fivemile
Shread spun forty plm %

Su.pg:ose you had & bag Suppose you had a ba
o0 5% 1 Y A_pound of giviut ik lt.an..—ﬁpmﬁa—pe -

5P in a twenty-four or five of iL;' you cld spina pound
mile threadﬁ-'rort.y—ply - into a twenty—four or five 1

r;ile threa;i’i‘orbymply.-
nhat._ﬁbo;led,}-won't shrmk/ﬁn ar
/ 3 @
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Did she get everything right in the poem the first time she wrote it down or did she make changes?

Do you see that she used both a typewriter and handwriting when writing her poems? Why do you
think she does that? Why might handwriting be easier or better than using a computer?



Do any of you write poetry or any other kind of writing? What is your method? Do you use a paper
and pen, a computer or both?

When you’re writing something for school, do you go through a lot of drafts or do you hand in the first
or second version of what you've written?

This is a picture of the other side of the draft of her poem. When she wrote the draft, she didn’t use a
new piece of paper, she used a calendar from the People’s National Bank of Brooklyn.
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Why do you think she decided to use the back of a calendar and not a clean, new sheet?

Is there anything else we can learn about Marianne Moore by looking at this draft poem?



