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“1 ARREST YOU

the whole tru
that you were v
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blame me. [ am nearly mad. Mr. Holmes, |
unhappy John Hector McFarlane."

He made the announcement as if the name alone
would explain both his visit and its manner; 1
could see by my companion's unresponsive face that

it meant no more to him than to nm

‘*Have a cigarette, Mr. McFarlane,’
his case across 1 am sure that with y vmptoms
my friend Dr. Watson here would prescr a sedative
The weather has been so very warm these last few
days. Now, if you feel a little more composed, 1
should be glad if you would sit down in that r.
and tell us very slowly and quietly who you are, and
what it is that you want. You mentioned your name
as if I should recognize it; but ire you that, be
vond the obvious facts that you a bachelor, a
tor, a Freemason. and an asthmatic, | know not
whatever about you."
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not difficult for me to follow his dedu
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I could go to jail happy if 1 knew
king for outside.’
said Holmes. ''"This is really

“*Arrest you

grati—most interesting. On what charge do you ex
pect to be arrested?
‘Upon the xh..rgr of murdering Mr. Jonas Oldacre

of Lower Norwood."
My companion’s expressive
which was not, 1 am afraid,

sympathy
nixed with

face showed a
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MR. JONAS OLDACRE"

satisfaction. “*Dear me!" said he. "It was only this
moment at breakfast that 1 was saying to my friend
Dr. Watson, that sens mal cases had disappeared out

uf our papers

Our visitor stret

icked up “Daily Telegraph,”
in\mca'u knee

“If you had looked at it, sir, you would have seen

at a glance what the errand is on which I have come

hed forward a quivering nd and
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to you this morning. I feel as if my name and my
misfortune must be in every man's mouth.” He
it over to expose the central page. *‘Here

, and with your permission I will read it to you.
Mr. Holmes. The headlines are -
\|| vk AT Lower Norwoon DiSAPPEAR-
Wit BuiLpeEr SUSPICION OF
CrLEw TO0 THE CRIMINAL.'
hich they are already following,
»w that it leads infallibly to me
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negative fashion, with frightened blue eyes, and a
clean - shaven face with a weak,
ensitive mouth. His age may have

n about twenty-seven, his dress
bearing that of a gentleman
the pocket of his light sum-

mer overcoat protruded the bundle

ol rsed papers which proclaimed
his fession.
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h'u' " said Holmes. ‘“‘Watson,
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lak- the paper and to read me the

paragraph in question?”
Underneath the vigorous head-

lines which our client had quoted,

I read the following suggestive
narrative:
“Late last night, or early this

morning, an incident occurred at
Norwood which points, it is
to a serious crime. Mr.
Jonas Oldacre is a well-known resi-
dent of that suburb, where he has
« \rr.vl on his business as a builder
for ma Mr. Oldacre is o
bache lur fifty- t\ur), ars of age, and
lives in Deep Dene House at the
enham end of the road of that
name. He has had the reputation
of being a man of eccentric habits,
secretive and retiring. For some
years he has practically \ulhdrn\\n
from the business in which he is
said to have amassed considerable
Ith. A small timber yard still
ts, however, at the back of the
1 and last night about twelve
0'c k an alarm was given that one
of the stacks was on fire. The en-
gines were soon upon the spot, but
the dry wood burned with great
fury, and it was impossible to arrest
the conflagration until the stack had
been entirely consumed. Up to this
point the incident bore the appear-
accident, but fresh indications seem
to point to serious cCrime !-‘-urpn:,t was cxprcssed at
the absence of the master of the establishment from
the scene of the fire, and an inquiry followed, which
showed that he had disappeared from the house. An
examination of his room revealed that the bed had not
been slept in, that a safe which stood in it was open,
that a number of important papers were scattered
about the room, and finally that there were signs of
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a murderous struggle, slight traces of blood being
found within the room, and an ocaken walking-stick,
which also showed stains of blood upon the handle.
It is known that Mr. Jonas Oldacre had received a late
cisitor in his bedroom upon that night, and the stick
found has been identified as the property of this per-
son, who a young London solicitor, named John
Hector McFarlane, junior partner of Graham & Mc-
Furlane of 426 Gresham Buildings, E. C. The police
believe that they have evidence in their possession
which supplies a very convincing motive for the crime,
and altogether it can not be doubted that sensational
developments will follow.

“LATER.—It is rumored as we go to press that Mr.
John Hector McFarlane has actually been arrested on
the charge of the murder of Mr. Jonas Oldacre. It is
at least certain that a warrant has been issued. There
have been further and sinister developments in the in-
vestigation at Norwood., Besides the signs of a strug-
gle in the room of the unfortunate builder it is now
known that the French windows of his bedroom (which
is on the ground floor) were found to be open, that
there were marks as if some bulky object had been
dragged across to the wood-pile, and finally, it is as-
serted that charred remains have been found among
the charcoal ashes of the fire. The police theory is
that a most sensational crime has been committed, that
the victim was clubbed to death in his own bedroom,
his papers rifled, and his dead body dragged across to
the wood-stack, which was then ignited so as to hide
all traces of the crime. The conduct of the criminal
investigation has been left in the ex-

nced hands of Inspector Lestrade
of Scotland Yard, who is following up
the clews with his accustomed energy
and sagacity."

Sherlock Holmes listened with closed
eyes, and finger-tips together, to this
remarkable account.

“The case has certainly some points
of interest,’”” said he in his languid
fashion. ‘*May I ask, in the first place,
Mr. McFarlane, how it is that you are
still auv liberty since there appears to
be enough evidence to justify your
arrest?"”’

1 live at Torrington Lodge, Black-
heath, with my parents, Mr. Holmes;
but last night, having to do business
very late with Mr, Jonas Oldacre, 1
stayed at a hotel in Norwood, and
came to my business from there. I
knew nothing of this affair until I was
in the train, when I read what you
have just heard. 1 at once saw the
horrible danger of my position, and |
hurried to put the case into your
hands. I have no doubt that 1 should
have been arrested either at my city
office or at my home. A man followed
me from London Bridge Station, and
1 have no doubt— Great Heaven!
what is that?"’

It was a clang of the bell, followed instantly by heavy
steps upon the stair. A moment later our old friend,
Lestrade, appeared in the doorway. Over his shoulder
I caught a glimpse of one or two uniformed policemen
outside.

““Mr. John Hector McFarlane?"’ said Lestrade.

QOur unfortunate client rose with a ghastly face.

I arrest you for the wilful murder of Mr. Jonas Old-
acre of Lower Norwood."

McFariane turned to us with a gesture of despair,
and sank into his chair once more like one who is
crushed.

“One moment, Lestrade,”” said Holmes. *'Half an
hour more or less can make no difference to you, and
the gentleman was about to give us an account of this
very interesting affair which might aid us in clearing

it up."

"Fthlnk there will be no difficulty in clearing it up.”
said Lestrade grimly.

““None the less, with your permission, I should be
much interested to hear his account.™

“Well, Mr. Holmes, it is difficult for me to refuse you
anything, for you have been of use to the force once or
twice in the past, and we owe you a good turn at Scot-
land Yard,' said Lestrade. ‘'At the same time I must
remain with my prisoner, and I am bound to warn him
that anything he may say will appear in evidence
against him."

*I wish nothing better,”’ said our client. " All I ask
is that you should hear and recognize the absolute
truth.”

Lestrade looked at his watch.
an-hour,” said he.

*‘1 must explain first,”* said McFarlane, *'that I knew
nothing of Mr. Jonas Oldacre. His name was familiar
to me, for many years agu my parents were acquainted
with him, but they dritted apart. I was very much
surprised, therefore, when yesterday about three
o'clock in the afternoon he walked into my office in
the city. But I was still more astonished when he
told me the object of his visit. He had in his hand
several sheets of a notebook, covered with scribbled
writing—here they are—and he laid them on my table.

** ‘Here is my will," said he, ‘I want you, Mr. McFar-
lane. to cast it into proper legal shape. I will sit here
while you do so."

1 set mysell to copy it, and you can imagine my as-
tonishment when I found that, with some reservations,
he had left all his property to me. He was m strange
little ferret-like man, with white eyelashes, and when I
looked up at him I found his keen gray E{E‘S fixed upon
me with an amused expression. 1 could hardly believe
my own Senses as I read the terms of the will; but he
explained that he was a bachelor with hardly any living
relation, that he had known my parents in his youth,
and that he had always heard of me as a very deserv-
ing young man, and was assured that his money would
be in worthy hanls. Of course, I could only stammer

1

“I'll give you half-
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out my thanks. The will was duly finished, signed,
and witnessed by my clerk. This is it on 1 blue
paper, and these slips, as | have explained, are the
rough draft. Mr. Jonas Oldacre then informed me
that there were a number of documents—buildi
ses, litle deeds, mortgages, scrip and so forth
ich it was necessary that I should see and under-
stand. He said that his mind would not be easy until
the whaole thing was tled, and he begged me to come
out to his house at Norwood that night, bringing the
will with me, and to arrange matters. ‘Remember,
my boy. not one word to your parents about the affair
until everything is settled. We will keep it as a little
surprise for them." He was very insistent upon this
point, and made me promise it faithfully.
*You can imagine, Mr. Holmes, that 1 was not in a
humor to refuse him anything that he might ask. He
was my benefactor, and all my desire was to carry out
his wishes in every particular. "I sent a telegram home,
therefore, to say that I had important business on
hand, and that 1t was impossible for me to say how
late I might be. Mr. Oldacre had told me that he
would like me to have supper with him at nine, as
he might not be home before that hour. I had
some difficulty in finding his house, however, and
it was nearly half-past before I xd it. 1 found
him—""

“One moment!"’
door?""

*“A middle-aged woman, who was, | suppose, his
housekeeper.*’

said Holmes. '"Wha opened the

“A MASS OF DOCUMENTS, WHICH WE WENT OVER TOGETHER"

“And it was she, [ presume, who mentioned your

name?"’

‘‘Exactly,' said Lestrade.

‘“‘Pray proceed."”

McFarlane wiped his damp brow, and then continued
S narrative:

“'I was shown by this woman into a sitting-room
where a frugal supper was laid out.- Afterward Mr
Jonas Oldacre led me into his bedroom. in which there
stood a heavy safe. This he opened, and took out a
mass of documents, which we went over together. It
was between eleven and twelve when we finished. He
remarked that we must not disturb the housekeeper.
He showed me out through his own French window,
which had been open all this time."

**Was the blind down?'' asked Holmes.

“I will not be sure, but | believe that it was only
half down. Yes, I remember how he pulled it up in
order to swing open the window. I could not find my
stick, and he said, 'Never mind, my boy; 1 shall see a
good deal of you now, I hope, and I will keef your
stick until you come back to claim it." 1 left him
there, the safe open, and the papers made up in pack-
ets upon the table. It was so late that I could not get
back to Blackheath, so I spent the night at the* Anerley
Arms,' and I knew nothing more until 1 read of this
horrible affair in the morning.**

“Anything more that you would like to ask, Mr

Holmes?'* said Lestrade, whose eyebrows had gone up
once or twice during this remarkable explanation
Vot until I have been to Blackheath.™
" You mean to Norwood,' said Lestrade.
**Oh. yes, no doubt, that is what I must have meant,””
said Holmes, with his enigmatical smile. Lestrade had
learned by more experiences than he would care to ac-
knowledge that that razor-like brain could cut through
that which was impenetrable to him. 1 saw him look
curiously at my companion.

1 think I sl’-:ould like to have a word with you pres-
ently, Mr. Sherlock Holmes," said he. *“‘Now. Mr.
McFarlane, two of my constables are at the door, and
there is a four-wheeler waiting.”" The wretched young
man arose, and with a last beseeching glance at us he
walked from the room. The officers conducted him to
the cab, but Lestrade remained.

Holmes had picked up the pages which formed the
rough draft of the will, and was looking at them with
the keenest interest upon his face.

“There are some points about that document, Les-
trade, are there not?’ said he, pushing them over

The official looked at them with a puzzled expression.

*“I can read the first few lines, and these in the mid-
dle of the second page, and one or two at the end.
Those are as clear as print,”" said he; **but the writing
in between is very bad, and there are three places
where I can not read it at all.”

*'What do you make of that?'" said Holmes.

“Well, what do yow make of it?"

*That it was written
represents stations, the
the very bad writing passir
expert would prona at once
up on a suburban

ate vicinity
succession of points
was occupied in «
was an express
and London Bridge

Lestrade began to laugh

“*You are too many for
your theories, Mr. Holmes

that this wa

said he, H

bear on the case
“'Well, it corroborates the young
extent that the will was «

his journey yesterday
man shoulc

haphazard a f: I
it was going to be of much practical imj
man drew up a will which he did not
effective he might do it so.™
“Well drew up his own death warrant at the sam

time,"" said Lestrade,
*'Oh, you think so?"
“Don’t you?"

“'Well, it is quite possible; but the case is not clear
to me yet 4
“*Not clear? Well, if that isn't wld be
clear? Here is a young man who that
if a certain older man dies he will s Lune
Vhat does he do g to
any one, but h 1 wall
g0 out on some pretext 1o see his chent
that night; he ¢ only
other person in 1se is in bed,
and then in the of the man's
room he murders him, burns his body
in the wood-pile, and departs to a
neighboring hotel I'he bloodstains

in the room and also on the stick are
very slight. Itis rbable that he im
agined his crime to be a bloodless one
and hoped that if the body were con
sumed it would hide all traces of the
method of his death—traces which fo
some reason must huive pointed to him
Is all this not obvious?**

‘It strikes me, my good Lestrade,
as being just a trifle too obvious,
said Hoimes. *“You do not add i
:u{!n;\tinn to your other great gua
ties; but if you could for one moment
put yourself in the place of this you
man, would you choose the very night
after the will had been made to com-
mit your crime? Would it pot seem
dangerous to you to make so very
close a relation between the two inci-
dents? Again, would you choose an
occasion when you were known to be
in the house, w a servant had let
you in? And, finally, would you take
the great pains to conceal the body,
and yet leave your own stick as a sign il you were
= criminal? nfess, Lestrade, that «ll this is very
unlikely."'

**As to the stick, Mr. Holmes, you know as weil as
I do that a criminal is often flurried, and does things
which a cool man would avoid. He was very likely
afraid to go back to the room. Give me another
theory that would fit the facts."

“I ‘could very easily give you half-a-dozen,"' said
Holmes. ‘*Here, for example, is a very possible and
even probable one. 1 make you a free present of it.
The older man is showing documents which are of
evident value. A passing tramp sees them through
the window, the blind of which is only half down.
Exit the solicitor. seizes a

4

Enter the tramp! He
stick, which he observes there, kills Oldacre, and de-
parts after burning the body."

**Why should the tramp burn the body

**For the matter of that, why should McFarlane?*

“To hide some evidence."

**Possibly the tramp wanted to hide that any murder
at all had been committed."

**And why did the tramp take nothing?"*

*‘Because they were papers that he could not negoti-
ate."

Lestrade shook his head, tnough it seemed to me that
his manner was less absolutely assured than before
Well, Mr. Sherlock Holmes, you may look for your
tramp, and while you are finding him we will hold on
to our man. The future will show which is right
{H\t notice this point, Mr. Holmes: that so far as we

now none of the papers were removed, and that the
prisoner is the one man in the world who had no rea-
son for removing them, since he was heir-at-law and
would come into them in any case."

My friend seemed struck by this remark.

[ don’'t mean to deny that the evidence
ways very strongly in favor of your theory
“I only wish to point out that there are other theories
possible. As you say, the future will decide. Good-
morning! I daresay that in the course of the day I
shall drop in at Norwood and see how you are get-
ting on."

When the detective departed, my friend rose and
made his preparations for the day's work with the
alert air of a man who has a congenial task betore
him

*“My first movement, Watson,"" said he. as he bustled
into his frockcoat, “must, as [ said, be in the direction
of Blackheath."

**And why not Norwood?"

*Be e we have in this case one singular incident
coming close to the heels of another singular incident
The police are making the mistake of concentr:
their attention upon the second, because it happens
be the one which is actually criminal. But it is evident
to me that the logical way to approach the case is to
begin by trying to throw some light upon the firs

in some
' said he
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great value, nor did the bank book show that Mr. Old.

acre was in such very affluent circumstances.  But 1t
seemed to me that all the papers w oL there.
There were allusions to some deeds—possibly the more

valuable—which 1 could not find. This, of cours {
we could definitely prove it—would turn L
argument against himself; for who would st
he knew that he would shortly inherit it?
Finally. havin wn every other cover and picked

'nl.a thing

up no scen ried my luck with the housekeepe
Mrs. Lexington is her name, a little, dark, silent person
with suspicious and sidelong eyes. She could tell us

mvinced of it. But
es, 8 had let Mr. McFar-
She wished her hand had
She had gone to bed
t Her room was at the other end of the
e, and she could hear nothing of what Mr
Farlane had left his hat, and to the best of her belief
¢. in the hall. awakened by the
Her poor dear master had certainly
Had he any ene Well, every
ut Mr. Oldacre kept himself very
d only met people in the of
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She had seen the buttons, and was sure that
mged the clothes which he had worn last
The wood was very dry, for it had not

It b d like tinder, and by the
the t. nothing could be seen but
e and all the firemen smelled the burned
fesh from inside it.  She knew nothing of the papers,

nor of Mr. Oldacre’s private

a month

r

THAN A STAIN IT WAS THE WELL-MARKED PRINT

And yet—and yet—'' he clinched his thin hands in a
paroxysm of conviction, 1 #new it's all wrong. | feel
it in my bones. There something that has not come
out, and that housekeeper knows it.  There was a sort
of sulky defiance in her eyes, which only goes with
guilty knowledge. However, there's no good talking
any more about it, Watson; but unless some lucky
chance comes our way. I fear that the Norwood Disap-
pearance Case will not figure in that chronicle of our
suceesses which | foresee that a patient public will
sooner or later have to endure.”

1, ““the man's appearance would go

“That is a dangerous argument, my dear Watson,
You remember that terrible murderer, Bert Stevens,
who wanted us to get him off in "87—was there ever
a more mild-mannered Sunday-school young man?"

is true."’

we succeed in establishing an alternative
theory this man is lost.  You can bardly find a flaw
in the case which can now be presented against him,
and all further investigation has served to strengthen
it. By the way, there is ¢ curious little point about
those papers which may serve us as the starting-puint
for an inquiry. On looking over the bank book I found
at the low state of the balance was principally due to
ge checks which have been made out during the last
) to Mr. Cornelius. I confess that I should be in-
terested to know who this Mr. Cornelius may be with

ler has such very large transac-
Is it possible that he b 1.-‘? a hand i the
affair?  Cornelius might be a broker, but we
found no serip to correspond with these large p
Failing any other indication, my researche
ection of an inquiry at the bank
ashed these checks. But
at our case will end inglori-

5
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I fear, my dear [ellow, th

ously by Lestrade hanging our client, which will cer-
tainiy be a trinmph for Scotland Yard.™

1 do not know how far Sherlock Holmes took any
]

kfast

s the

sleep that night, but when I came down to bri
1 found him pale and harassed, his bright ey

Val

brighter for the dark shadows round them. The ¢
pet round his ch ir was httered with cigarette ¢
and with the early editions of the morning papers.
An open telegram lay upon the table.

“What do vou think of this, Watson?'' he asked,
tossing 1t a .

It was from N

orwood, and ran as follows:

ro HAND. McFag-

SIMPORTANT FRESH EVIDENCE
4 ADVISE YouU

LANE UILT DEFINITELY ESTABLISHED.
TO ABANDON CASE. —LESTRADE.

w

his sounds serious,” said 1.

“It is Lestrade’s little cock-a-doodle of victory,™
Holmes answered with a bitter smile. *“And yet it
may be premature to abandon the case. After all, im-
portant fresh evidence is a two-edged thing, and may
possibly cut in a very different direction to that which
Lestrade imagines. ~Take your breakfast, Watson, and
we will go out together, and see what we do. |
feel as if I shall need your company and your moral
support to-day.”

My friend had no breakfast himself. for it was one
of hig peculiarities that in his more intense moments
he would permit himself no food, and I have known
him to presume upon his iron strength until he has
fainted from pure inanition. ‘*At present I can not
spare energy and nerve-force for digestion,” he would
v in answer to my medical remonstrances. I was
not surprised therefore, when this morning he left his
untouched meal behind him and started with me for
Norwood. A crowd of morbid sightscers were still
gathered round D Dene House, which was just
such a suburban v as I bad pictured. Within the
gates Lestrade met us, his face flushed
with victory, his manner grossly tri-
umphant.  **Well, Mr. Holmes, have
vour proved us to be wrong yet? Have
you found your tramp?"" he eried

I have formed no conclusion what-
ever,"” my companion answered.

“But we formed ours yesterday,
and now it wes to be correct, so
vou must acknowledge that we have
been a little in front of you this time,
Mr. Holme:

*You certainly have the air of some-
ng unusual having occurred,"’ said
Holmes.

Lestrade laughed loudiy.

“You don't like being bes
more than the rest of us do,’

aten any
said he.
s Lo have
it his own way, can he, Dr. Watson?
Step this way, if you please, gentle-
men, and I think [ can convince you
once for all that it ohn McFar-
lane who did this crime.”

He led us through the passage and
out into a dark hall beyond.

“This 1s where young McFarlane
must have come out Lo get his hat
after the crime was done,' said he.
‘Now, look at this.” With dra-
matic suddenness he struck a match,
lighted a candle, and exposed a
of blood upon the whitewashed w
As he held the match nearer I saw
that it was more than a stain. 1t was
the well-marked print of a thumb.

“Look at that with your magnily-
ass, Mr. Holmes.™
I am doing so.™"

*You are aware that no two thumb-
marks are alike.

‘I have heard something of the
kind."

“*Well, then, will you please com-
pare that print with this wax impres-
sion of McFarlane’s right thumb
taken by my orders this morning.”

As he held the waxen print close to the bioodstain,
it did not take a magnifying glass to see that the two
were undoubtedly from the same thumb. It was evi-
dent to me that our unfortunate client was lost

“That is final,”’ said Lestrade.

“Yes, that is final,” | involuntarily echoed.

' said Holmes.

Something in his tone caught my ear, and I turned
to look at him. An extraordinary change had come
over his face. It was writhing with inward merriment.
His two eyes were shining like stars. It seemed to me
that he was making desperate efforts Lo restrain a con-
vulsive attack of laughter.

“Dear me! dear me!' he said at last. **Well, now,
who would have thought it, and how deceptive appear-
ances may be, to be sure? Such a nice young man to
look at! It is a lesson Lo us not to trust our own judg-
ment, is it not, Lestrade?”

“*Yes, some of us are a little too much in
be cocksure, Mr. Holme said Lestrade. T
insolence was madde g. but we could not r

“What a providential thing that this young man
should press his right thumb against the wall in tak-
g his hat from the peg.  Such a very natural action,
too, il you come to think of i olmes was out-
wardly calm, but his whole body gave a wriggle o
suppressed excitement as he spoke. ‘‘By the way
Lestrade, who made this remarkable discovery?"*

“It was the housekeeper, Mrs. Lexington, who drew
the night constable's attention to it."”

“*Where was the night constable?"”

“He remained on guard in the bedroom where the
crime was committed, so as 1o see that nothing was
touched. "

**But why didn't the police see this mark yesterday

“Well, we had no particular reason to make a careful
ation of the hall. Besides, it's not in a very
nent place, as you see.’

., no, of course not. | suppose there is no doubt
that the mark was there yesterday?"’

Lestrade looked at Holmes as if he thought he was
28}
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game with us, Mr. Sherlock Holme
he. “If you know anything, you can surely
say it without all this tomfoolery
“I assure you, my goond Lestrade
| have an excellent reason for ever: a
I do. You may possibly remember that you
chaffed me a little some hours ago, when the
sun seemed on your side of the hedge, so
vou must not grudge me a little pomp and
ceremony now. Might 1 ask y Watson
to open that window, and t to put a
match to the edge of the straw.”
I did so, and, driven by the draught, a coil
| of gray smaoke swirled down the corridor
while the dry straw :rnklw\ and flamed
“Now we must see if we can
ness vou, Le -.rr-,
to join in the cry o
one, two, three—"
Fire!" we all yelled
= mk you. | will trouble you once
Fire,"
“lust once more, gentlemen, and all to
gether.”
| re!" The shout must have rung over
Norwood.
It had hardly died away when an amaz
ing thing hz mp-_—u.d A door suddenly flew

Baves
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“"Would you kindly send one of your con
stables for two buckets of water Put the |
straw on the floor here, free fr the wall
on either side. Now | think tha = are all
ready.”

Lestrade’s face had begun to grow red and
angry

*1 don't know whether you are q

open out of what appeared to be sc !ld wall
at the end of the corridor, and a 1 *tle wiz
ened man darted out of it, like & ra’' it out
of its burre

“Capital """ said Holmes calmly. *“Watson
a bucket of water over the straw. Thar will
do! Lestrade, allow me to present you with

There was s sort of sulky defignce in her eyes

your prmcipal missing witness, Mr. Jonas
Oldacre.”

The detective stared at the new-comer
with blank amazement. The latter was

blinking in the bright light of the hall, and
peering at us and at the smouldering fire. It
was an odious face—crafty. vicious, malig-
nant—with shifty, light-gray eyes and white
eyelashes.

“What's this, then ?"" said Lestrade at last.
“What have you been doing all this time,
f.‘h e

Oldacre gave an uneasy laugh, shrinking

a
said

48]
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back from the furious red face of the angry |

1|(=||T|‘|vc

have done no harm
“No harm? You have done your best to
get an innocent man nged. If it wasn’t
for this gentleman here, 1 am not sure that
you would not have succeeded.”

The wretched creature began to whimper.

“I am sure, sir, it was only my practical
joke.

“Oh! a joke, was it? You won nd the
laugh on your side. 1 promise yo Take
him down and keep him in the sitting-room
until I come. Mr. Hnlnws' he continued,
when they had gone, “1 could not speak be
fore the constables, but T don’t mind saving
in the presence of Dr. Watson,
the lrrlghtrst thing that you have done yet,
though it is a mystery to me how you d
it. You have saved an innocent man's
and you have prevented a very grave scan
dal, which would have ruined my reputation
in the Force."

Holmes smiled and clapped Lestrade upon
the shoulder.

“Insteacdd of being ruined, my good sir,
you will find that your reputation, has been
enormously enhanced. Just make a few al
terations in that report which you were
writing and they will understand how hard
it is to throw dust in the eyes of Inspector
Lestrade.”

\nd you don't want your mame to ap-
ar

".\nr at all. The work is its own reward
Perhaps 1 shall get the credit also at some
distant day when | permit my zealous his
torian to out his foolscap once more—e

that this is |
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The little man started and turned his
malignant eves upon my firienc

1 have to thank you for a good deal,’
iid he. “Perhaps I'll pay my debt some

S
day
Haolmes smiled indulgently.
“I fancy that for some few years you will

| ind your time very fully occupied,” said he
“Hy the way. what was it you put into the
wood-pile hesides your old trousers? A dead
dog, or rabbits, or what You won't tell?
Dear me, how very unkind you! Well,
well, | dare say that a couple of rabbi
would account both for the blood and for
| the charred ashes. [f ever vou write an |
account, Watson, you can make rabbits serve |

r turn

The mext sfory
“*The AJ: requre of the Dancing Men,™

pu v it Christmas Number

(o]
The Bachelor Girl

By Aldis Dunbar

Ye, who marvel at her claim

To the quaintly manly same,

Hear, and give my words to Fame,
As yosr doabt departs.

Wit ve well. “tis clear to see.

By her dainty digaity,—

Daphne’s taken her degree
Bachelor of (He)Arts.

aa

The Lion’s Mouth

Winners ol September Coniest

HE
rest :

l:\]F\‘i\\ﬂ asked in the September con
“What method not now in force
you suggest for increasing the cir-

culation of Covrier’s?" was undoubtedly
the most difficult question that has heen
spcken from The & Mouth., We were
fully aware of this when we put it, and a
though the number of answers this month
far exceeded that of any previo competi
tion, we have become further convinced by
the consideration of them that the question

certainly was most difficult.

A great many conlestants seemed to fail
to realize that, with a [.-:I»iwn-
Lier's, which ;.Irullh has d a v
circulation great many c!r(ui.m n

of this sevi |

schemes have nlrM dy been operated and at- |

Thus it was that hundreds of re

tempted,
which were for

plies brought suggestions
plans that had long since heen ns«-l or ex
perimented with and discarded. [ery

of the contestants had any suggestions
value to make. The contributors to

Lion's Mouth seem to bhe much
to tell what they like than to tell us how
to produce what they like. We have ve
carclully consider the replies that hs
come in this month, but we feel that there
are not twenty suggestions worthy of re
ward For that reason instead of giving
twenty prizes but ten prizes will be awarded,
and they have been earned by the following
contestants @

of
The
better ahle

klyn, N. ¥ |
D. C

1.—E
Ty
3—C. E
4.—H.
Fuaxx 1.

KEEx, Broe
KixseLr
Bagxer, £
Atlanta, Ga
« London, Conn.
Ohio.

Washington
Pa.

SON
iitsburg,
(GREGORY,
Brux~ER,
HopGMaxN, ()-huul-m
Hexp, Milwaukee, Wis.
A. Scuvrpr, Hashingion,
8) Bethle

CHARLES

b.—ArTnrr W.
W

BirLuerMes,
A. SWEET

LAND, !

Barnel reccives, acco -
the contest, a prize of
account of appearing twice in suc-
lists of prize winners.

Mr.
ditions
$40 on

cession in the

of

This being the last number in October, the
for 1t

ast time

fuestion is month's contest appears

here for the

“What feature do you like most and what
feature do you like least in the present
make-up of Collier's; and what changes
do you consider have been for the better,
and what, if any, have been of no advan-
tage in the development of the Weekly?"

The answers must be received at this office
later than
to The

addressed, as

416 West 13th

November 5.
Lion's Mouth

not
usual,
Street

Barneit's Vanilla Extract

is the best. The gr
nett’s. It is for yo

te houquet Cook's
Tt is far superior

Dry

Foods

without eream are not apnet izing, Ir.m good raw cream is

Cerenl

pot always casv (o get.  on lens Prand
rated Cream is superior in mw cream with a delicious
flavor and richoess. Use it l‘m general cooking purposes. |
Borden’s Condensed Milk Co., proprietors.—ddv.

VOSC

PIANOS

Have been Established over 51 Vears

They are perfect examples of planc
strength. The C 2 f  the
Fose is the result s of
development and th 1 of
the highest mechani the
production of each separate part

Hy our eaxy
erale circu;

Vosg & Sons Piano Co.
161 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass.
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PpMpElA'}N

The Tollst Lazury,
and lmpr
war glycerin
INEROUS SAMPLE
with hapdsome booklet mailed
Rubber
Complexion
Bulb Price
Mic

P
freebooklet

POMPEIAN MFG. 0O
100 Prospect Bt CLEVELAND, OHIO

ONLY S22 ==

These sre the ge
at Bantiago, converted 1o a

passed & rigid examination both 1

only's Iba.; BTOCK of best [talian o
steel. RANGE, flat, 300 yda.; with sleva g
TIO steel bullet, 4 ft. pine wood,
r ng, and with the soft nose b
& as & guarantes of shipping exp

. 1., party to w
125 yards put s ball In & five
r five times out of six. W
& thonsand yurde." Address all ¢

Street, New York, and ask for XI grade

7 Millimeter S$30.00

small enough for a mmrrcl
uine S-ahot

Sporting Mauser

No Bmoke,

No Recoil, High P'\'
and Very eport ols &

r Rifles, cal

Magazine Mas
i man shed like

:m-\ ar

FENE -rm'

THE «BEST” LIGHT

ODTRHIH“ TEI EUN

aber day of »
e I
od s permitied r
W3 FREE.
lDDll'.l' NO WICK — lﬂlloll ID“SLL
. '

Bay from Masulsciurer st

Wholesale
Prlces

Our l’nce 19, .‘0

e i
The Only McNichols
Manufacturer acd Jobber
Dept. ABS St. Louls, Mo.

STuDY MUSIC
AT HOME

AND PLAY
THEINSTRUMENT

YOU LIKE BEST

For a limited time we will give FREE
for advertising purposes 48
Piano, Organ, Banjo, Guitar,
Violin or Mandolin (your expe
only be the f postage and th
you use, which s smalll,. We t
mail only, and guarantee success.
I had known
el

dreds write Vish |
schaol before.”
and FREE tuiuo

U. 8, SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Box 473 19 Union 8q., New York

“ How To Become Am Auihor'

The Doyle Literary Agency
and Newspoper Syndicale

156 Fifth Avenue New York City

President: C. PERCIVAL DOYLE, of

Editors: C. F. BOURKE, Late Managing A
y aad I‘li“l\ I"IVII.\II\

K '
% 43, D smpn.u
‘\IA\ and JUSLAH FLY

PRI
N WILLETS, HLISS ¢

have handled the manuscripts of Sir Ce
[)u?[t Rider Haggard, Twain
Caine, Richard Harding Day

bert Parker, Hamlin Garland, Erne:
Seton, Jack London, Mary M
trude Atherton, and other like suc

We secured the public
sixty per cenl of wh
writers

I 4.|v|-¢ you a
-\ published

r v
therefor
will re

e author to rec

If not_published w-.)nu wr months w
fund Three Dollars and raturn the manuscript.
New York

The Doyle Literary Agency, 156 FIfth Ave.,

Ceramic Decoration Pcicsl inirsction e

Classes in all braoches of En-- and

rts.  Compe e
the Art Sch X Euro e
may enroll &t any time, Se

F'ladrrlrﬂf bookief.  \ddres IALB T
€. IVEB, Director, Bt. Louls Behoul of
ﬂnm 1819 Locust Bi.. 8t Louls
Yoar Opana fept. 81, 1003,

ed if not eatisfactory.
of Middletown, New

'ASK YOUR HAT or.m.u‘
FOR ONE OF THESE HATS

't sapply you se

st National Bank

Reforence |

York.

MIDDLETOWN HAT CO..
48 MILL §T., MIDOLETOWN M. Y.



